
Covenant United Church of Christ SEPTEMBER 2022 

CareNet Baby Bottles 
Due Back Father’s Day

Summer Time Change

SUN, JULY 31, 10:00AM

LADIES TUESDAY MORNING STUDY GROUP 
 
"Seeking Sisters" Study Group will be starting on Tuesday, 
September 13th at 10:00am in the Fireplace Room. We will be 
studying "Romans" -- Good News that Changes Everything - by 
Melissa Spoelstra.  
This Study is open to all ladies of the church. Please see Sandy 
Allen (863-370-5425) or place your name on sign-up sheet. Join us 
for fellowship, food, and a little fun!  

LITTLE PANTRY UP AND RUNNING  

We are excited for our little pantry (in partnership with Zion 

Lutheran and the Gasport Community Food Pantry) to be up 

and running on the corner of church and main street at 

Covenant.  

Kids have been home all summer, and many cupboards are 

bare. This cupboard is stocked to helped the community with 

items like cereal, soup, canned fruits/veggies, pasta, coffee, 

etc, all free for the taking. Please help spread the word for 

those in the community to help themselves, and if you have 

anything to share, please donate non perishable goods.  

LANDSCAPING PROJECT  
Members of the church have submitted a plan to remove and 

replace the overgrown shrubs around the church and its’ 

signage.  The objective is to improve the exterior appearance 

and to use plantings that are easier to maintain.  Groups within 

the church have committed funds for this project.  Additional 

money is needed.  Anyone wishing to make a contribution can 

do so by dropping a check in the collection box or by mailing a 

check to the church at P O Box 348 Gasport NY 14067-0348.  

Checks can be made payable to Covenant UCC with “spruce-

up” on the memo line.   Thanks for your consideration to 

“spruce up” our property. 

                - Nathan Herendeen, Moderator, Covenant UCC 
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NIAGARA DISCOVERIES: Slayton Settlement, Orangeport 

communities once thrived along the Erie Canal 
By Ann Marie Linnabery, Originally printed in the Lockport Union Sun and Journal, June 18, 2022 

 

This article is a special request from an 

enthusiastic reader of Niagara 

Discoveries. The reader grew up in the 

Orangeport/Slayton Settlement area and 

knows quite a bit about the history 

already, but thought it would be 

worthwhile to share it with other readers 

who might not know about this area in 

the town of Royalton. 
 

The history of the Orangeport and 

Slayton Settlement communities of 

course began much earlier than the Erie 

Canal and the areas are closely tied to 

one another. Who arrived at this place 

first is a matter of debate.  
 

Most secondary sources relate the story that Joshua Slayton (then spelled Slaton) was traveling 

from Vermont to Canada in 1800 when his wagon broke down two miles east of Cold Spring, most 

likely on the Lewiston Trail (now Route 77). While fixing his wagon, he let his horses stray, and 

when he later went looking for them, he was pleasantly surprised to find the land to be very fertile 

and covered in a forest of hardwood trees, so he decided to stay. 
 

Orsamus Turner, in his 1849 History of the Holland Purchase, states that this actually happened to 

Joshua’s brother, Thomas, in 1803 and Joshua arrived a year later. Whichever brother it was, they 

cleared about an acre and built a log cabin near where they had stopped. Exploring the land further, 

the brothers went “below the mountain” and eventually settled in what later became “Slayton’s 

Settlement.” Soon others were moving into the vicinity and log cabins, frame houses and barns were 

erected. When a new town was created from of the southern half of the town of Hartland, the name it 

was given was “Royalton,” after the town in Vermont where so many of the residents had come 

from. Joshua Slayton had bestowed the name on the area long before it became official. 

Slayton Settlement/Orangeport also has the distinction of being the first location in Niagara County 

to host religious services outside of Brant’s Church in Lewiston or at Fort Niagara, but as in so many 

cases of historical research, there are conflicting accounts. 
 

Orsamus Turner credits Joel Doubleday for conducting the first religious service in the settlement in 

1808. On the other hand, the 1878 History of Niagara County tells how two women, living near the 

Slayton Settlement, organized a ladies’ prayer meeting sometime before 1813 in which men were 

only later admitted. The first preacher to hold services there was said to be Oliver Castle with Joel 

Cora Silsby Gifford was the teacher at Royalton District School 
No. 3, on the south side of Slayton Settlement Road just west of 
Orangeport Road, when this photograph was taken on June 19, 
1896. (From the Niagara County Historical Society collection) 
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Doubleday not arriving until 1813. Attendance at these meetings grew and several people were 

baptized. The War of 1812 interrupted these gatherings, but in 1817 two revivals attracted people 

from the surrounding area and 73 more baptisms took place. 
 

On September 20, 1817, the “First Christian Church of Royalton” was officially organized by Elder 

Joel Doubleday. This was said to be the first organized religious congregation in Niagara County. A 

year later, construction of a church began on land donated by Joshua Slayton on what is now 

Orangeport Road but it was not completed until 1825. Again, it is believed that this was the first 

house of worship built in the county outside of those previously mentioned. The new building was 

painted red and, until a fire destroyed it in 1845, was known as the “Red Meeting House on the Hill.” 

A second church was built in the same location, adjacent to the cemetery, which stood until 1885. 

That church was replaced by one at the intersection of Slayton Settlement and Orangeport roads, 

and it met the same fate as the first church, burning down in 1972. By this time, it had become the 

Orangeport Church of Christ and the congregation then merged with the Gasport Church of Christ to 

form the Covenant United Church of Christ, now located on Main Street in Gasport. 
 

With the opening of the Erie Canal, and with the Slayton Settlement less than a mile north of it, 

another small community developed on the banks of the canal. Oral tradition has been passed down 

that the name, “Orangeport,” was derived from a hotel in the hamlet that was painted orange. The 

exact date of when the Orangeport Hotel was constructed could not be found but one source stated 

it was taken down in the 1910s for the widening of the Erie Canal. In the early years of the canal, 

Orangeport was a stop for packet boat passengers and when the Niagara Falls branch of New York 

Central Railroad was built in 1852 paralleling the canal, Orangeport was a designated stop, 

complete with its own depot. 
 

Mabee, on the other side of Gasport, also had a station but the train went right by Gasport. This did 

not set well with some folks in and they took matters into their own hands. The 1902 Souvenir 

History of Niagara County offered a rather colorful description of what happened. With the sanction 

of the railroad, the Gasport “bandits” attempted to carry the Orangeport depot off but were met by 

“the wrathful feminine residents of that place, who sent a volley of decayed products of the hen 

where they would do most good.” Undaunted, the “the hydra-headed monopolists” of Gasport 

returned, this time with a flatbed car supplied by the railroad, and appropriated the depot for use in 

that village. 
 

Soon after, Mabee was also eliminated as a stop on the railroad thus making Gasport the only stop 

between Middleport and Lockport. With the decrease in packet boat passenger traffic, and the loss 

of the railroad stop, Orangeport began to lose its promising growth and importance as a 

transportation center in Niagara County. As time went by, many of the buildings that make up a 

community disappeared from both places, but many of the beautiful homes still remain as reminders 

of a once vibrant area. 

 

Thanks to Norm Pearson for assistance with information for this article  

and the personal tour of the Slayton Settlement/Orangeport area. 

Ann Marie Linnabery is the assistant director of the History Center of Niagara. 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP UPDATE 
Donna Rice 

 

Thank you to all who participated in our Baby Bottle Fund Drive for CareNet.  Our financial 
donation was $251, plus a basket full of personal baby items including diapers, outfits and 
more.  You've helped save a baby, provided formula, clothing, baby essentials and 
perhaps a crib, a stroller and baby bedding!!  If you did happen to take home a bottle and 
haven't returned it please do, whether it has coin or not.  These bottles are reused for each 
campaign.  
 

You may have noticed the updated flowerbeds and church front makeover; just like at 
home, we started in one area and before we knew it, wanted to do it all! We hope you like 
Covenant’s fresh new look.  If you were wondering how all this came to pass, our women’s 
group wanted to have the Memorial Garden professionally landscaped and was willing to 
pay for it.  When we presented to the Council and the Trustees for permission, there was a 
snowball effect.  
 

It was suggested by Wayne, chairman of Trustees, for us to include in the quote removal 
of the old bushes and redo the whole front of the church.  So we did. The Women’s 
Fellowship agreed to pay for the Memorial Garden, and the Council agreed to have Sandy 
Voelker approach the Memorial Fund and the Endowment Fund committees for additional 
funds.  
 

I hope you agree it looks great! We felt this was an important project, because it sends a 
message that our congregation is active and cares about how our church building and 
grounds look within our community.  In my opinion,  if we can make a positive impression 
on the outside, we are also making a statement that we’re even more inviting and  positive 
on the inside. 
 

Thank you Sandy Voelker for taking on the challenge and contacting Jason Marotta, as 
well as working with him on the designs for the Memorial Garden and church front, with 
approval from the Trustees and Church Council.  

 
Reminder: Women’s Fellowship has   

KAYWOS Window Cleaning Cloths  
(Kleans-Anything-With-Out-Streaks)  
for $4 each, or 3 for $10.00.  

We also have a huge inventory of Rada knives… both make great gifts! 
Please see Donna Rice or Nancy Romanowski to purchase.  
 

With fall fast approaching, we will need lots of canned goods; Jellies, jams, veggies, and 
fruits for the Bazaar. If you are canning, please make a few extra jars for us! If you don’t 
can, but would like to contribute, think of donating some fruit or veggies. Let Donna Rice or 
Carol Genet know and we’ll do a workshop and do the work for you: a win win!  
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TREASURER REPORT 
 
 

June 2022 
 
 

Income:         $  5,025.00 (Sunday Collection) 
Expenses:      $  2,632.23 
Excess:           $ 2,392.77 
 
6/30/22  Checkbook Balance  $ 1,496.00 
 
 

July 2022 
 
 

Income:         $  3,745.00 (Sunday Collection) 
Expenses:      $  7,941.08 *** 
Shortfall:       $ 4,196.08 
 
7/31/22  Checkbook Balance  $ 2,702.93 
 
*** Five Sundays in the month, insurance & 
quarterly taxes due. 
 
 
 

Submitted By Burniece Herendeen 
Treasurer 

ACRE OF CARING 

The Acre of Caring Sweet 

Corn has been growing well, 

and weeds have been 

controlled. As of the printing 

of this newsletter, this corn is 

ready to be harvested! A huge 

thank you to Nate Harris and 

his workers from Harris Farms 

for harvesting our corn. 

Another huge thank you to 

Scott White and Gasport View 

Dairy; we couldn’t do this 

without any of you.  

July 31 we had a beautiful  

morning service at Grant’s Toy Farm 
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RECOGNIZING OUR SCOUTS 

Some of our youth group teens reached Eagle 

Scout status this year, Jacob Hagen (top right)

& Chris Ulrich (bottom left) in May, and Andrew 

Waters (above) in August.  

Jacob put new welcome signs in Middleport. 

Chris put multiple durable picnic tables at the 

elementary, middle, and high schools, including 

tables that are wheelchair accessible.  

Andrew worked in 6 local cemeteries, honoring 

veterans and emergency responders with new 

medallions at their sites.  
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Calling All Kids!!! 
In Matthew 19:14,  Jesus said,  

"let the little children come to me,  
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom  

of heaven belongs to such as these" 

Little children... big children… ALL the children!  

We are so excited to start Sunday School again on  
Sunday, September 11th! 

Children can come to church with their friends and family at 
10 am and enjoy the beginning of the service. After the 
Children’s Sermon, all kids will be invited to come to Sunday 
School. 

Nursery care is available for children who are not yet in 
school. Primary Sunday School class for grades PreK-4th 
grade will be taught by Pam Brauer, and Scott Brauer will be 
teaching the older kids, from 4th to 12th grade.   

Each week, we will enjoy some delicious snacks, share our 
YAY Gods and learn more about Christ and how to include 
him in our lives. 

Please bring your children and grandchildren, and invite other 
kids you know to join us! 



 
Worship with us 

SUNDAYS AT 10:00 AM 
 

Pastor  
Marty 

Hamann  
sharing  

God’s word 
 
 

Nursery  
services 
available  

infant through  
4 years old 

Covenant United Church of Christ 
4449 Main Street 
PO BOX 348 
Gasport, NY 14067 

www.covenantny.org 
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Contact Us 

Covenant News is published monthly except 

for January & August. Articles should be 

submitted via email by the 15th of each 

month prior to the month of their appearance. 

We reserve the right to edit articles. 

Are you moving? Make sure to send us 

your updated mailing address! 

Church office hours are  

Fridays, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


